Klezmer jamming guidelines – Harrison monthly session
A klezmer jam is an opportunity to share making music with others in a low-stress environment, rather than a chance to practice, or a performance space. Often, people will have come along to listen so although it’s informal, it still needs to be listenable, and the guidelines below reflect this. Similarly, because there are often lots of people involved, following a few simple rules can make it more comfortable for everyone. There’s sheet music and quite a few mp3s you can use to learn tunes on Ilana’s website: http://www.ilanacravitz.com. 
Brass and percussion

We have been asked by the Harrison management not to have brass or percussion instruments for the monthly ground floor klezmer session. We realise that brass isn’t necessarily loud by definition, but please respect this if you’re playing a brass instrument, and use a mute at all times unless you can confidently play a tune – but not at full blast!*
1. Listen. A lot. Don’t play until you’re confident that you either know the tune enough to join in for some/all the time or can accompany in a sensitive way.

2. Don’t ‘improvise’ on the mode. This is not part of the klezmer style, and can obscure the tune. Tune, rhythmic accompaniment, bass!

3. Come ready to play a tune. It’s the best way for the session to feature something you know! Great if you can get through the whole thing – at your own speed, but others will probably be able to join in and patch any gaps, so don’t be shy about starting.

4. Keep your ears open – someone may start a tune very quietly: if it’s one you know, you could join in.

5. It’s fine to play a tune loads of times. People will pick it up and join in, but it’ll often take them a few times around to get the hang of it.

6. If you recognise a tune but don’t know it that well, join in (melody or accompaniment) but at a low volume so that you can hear what’s going on around you.
7. If you recognise a tune that someone else has started and you do know it well, join in so you can still hear them (ie at a lower volume), as it’s ‘their’ tune for that time. They may have a slightly different version, so keep with them. You might step up your volume if they forget where they’re going. Don’t speed it up.

8. Don’t noodle between tunes unless it’s infintessimally quietly. If you start practising something, others probably will too and the cacophony will put people off starting a new tune.

9. Watch the person who started the tune (or takes it over if they’re unconfident) for an ending. 

10. If you want to play accompaniment, try to sit next to someone who can tell you what the chords are as you’re going along.

11. If you’re jamming for dancing, be aware at all times of what the band leader is telling you. Stops, starts and speed changes are up to them, so keep with them.

* NB brass and percussion instruments are welcome downstairs at the monthly Eastern European jam (see posters displayed around the Harrison, and on facebook).

